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The weakness of the Russian working-class movement of the
'eighties lay in its spontaneous character and in the fact that it was
not yet linked up with the Socialist movement. The weakness of
Social ^Democracy lay in the fact that it was not backed by a mass
working-class movement. The prcblem to be tackled was that of
uniting the working-class movement with Socialism, a task the ground
for which had been prepared by the preceding development of the
Russian working class. In 1895 the "League of Struggle for the
Emancipation of the Working Class," led by V. I. Lenin, linked up
the economic struggle with the political struggle against tsarism.

The Strike Movement of the 'Nineties. The industrial boom
of the 'nineties activated the strike struggle in Russia. Between 1895
and 1899, 221,000 workers went on stride. The working-class movemsnt
was becoming an important force in the political life of the country.
The workers on strike in Yuzovka (now Stalino) in 1892 wrecked the
factory. Not knowing who was really to blame for their misery, the
workers turned the edge of their hatred not against the capitalists
and capital, but against the factories and the machines. The strike
was crushed by armed force, and bloody reprisals taken against the
workers. In the spring and summer of 1895 the strike movement spread
throughout the central industrial region, Ihe workers demanded an
increase in rates, a reduction of hours and the prohibition of fines.
The strike at the Yaroslav Mills in 1895 was brutally crushed by
troops. The officers of the Fanagorisky Grenadier's Regiment who,
led the reprisals against the workers received the tsar's thanks for
their work. "You men of the Fanagorisky regiment are fine fellows!
Thanks!" the tsar telegraphed the officers.

In the autumn of 1895 the workers went on strike at the Thornton
Mills in St. Petersburg (owned by an Englishman). This strike was
led by the St. Petersburg "League of Struggle for the Emancipation
of tJie Working Class," headed by Lenin. His leaflet to the men and
women workers raised the strikers* spirits and helped them win the
strike.

V. I. Lenin. The great leader of the world proletariat, Vladimir
Ilyich Lenin (Ulyanov), was born in Simbirsk (now the city of Ulya-
novsk) on April 10 (22), 1870. His father was a schoolteacher. All
the children of Ilya Nikolayevieh Ulyanov took part in the revolu-
tionary struggle. Vladimir Ilyich, under the guidance of his mother,
learned to read at the age of five, and ever afterwards reading was
his favourite pastime. When he was ten he entered the gymnasium
in Simbirsk. He was an excellent student and was awarded a medal
for good scholarship on graduation. The habit of systematic, persistent
and thorough work acquired in childhood remained with Lenin through-
out his life. His exercise-books were always in perfect condition.
He worked systematically and diligently over his school composi-